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Life Together 

BEING THE CHURCH 

So we have made it through Lent, and our Lord is 

Risen….He has Risen indeed!  Now what do we 

do?  Churches across the nation will be asking 

themselves that very question this week.  We will 

be thinking to ourselves that it was so good to see 

so many people in church for Easter.  It is what we 

have come to expect and experience throughout 

our lives.  Everyone shows up for Easter, and eve-

ry year people think about how wonderful it would 

be if only we could see the church that full every 

single week.  Well…if you are in worship the Sun-

day following Easter, it might be easy to get the 

post-Easter blues.  The reason for this is simple.  

Attendance is WAY down every year on the Sun-

day after Easter, and this trend is not only occur-

ring in our church.  It is occurring in churches 

across the land.  Researchers have coined the 

phrase “Low Sundays” as a way of identifying the 

Sundays following Christmas and Easter.   

 

This being my first Easter here at CPC, I am won-

dering just how low our attendance will be this 

coming Sunday.  Will I be delightfully surprised, or 

might I need to brace for impact?  These are the 

things that run through the minds of pastors.  How-

ever, the interesting thing when thinking about all 

of this is that it’s not about numbers.  It never has 

been.  Yet, for a pastor, it is about why people 

don’t or won’t come to church the week after East-

er…or perhaps every Sunday. 

I know there are a million reasons why this occurs.  

But, I’ve been wondering about something specif-

ic.  ABC News recently released a report that re-

vealed some 83% of Americans identify them-

selves as Christians.  Ideally, this would mean that 

83% of the people in our country profess Jesus  

 

 

Christ as Lord and Savior.  Just to put those num 

bers along with a percentage, it would mean that 

as of March 22nd, 2016, 242, 411, 249 people in 

America are Christians. 

This leads me to my next thought.  Why are the ma-

jority of Americans not attending church on at least a 

fairly regular basis?  Since the overwhelming majority 

identify as Christian, it seems odd that church attend-

ance has declined so rapidly over these past several 

decades.  Are Christians no longer in need of coming 

together in corporate worship on a regular basis? 

Many churches would point the finger at individuals 

and guilt trip them into thinking it is their lack of 

commitment to Christ that is leading toward this de-

cline in church attendance.  In this realm of discus-

sion, I know of quite a few who would pull up Mat-

thew 7:21-23, which reads, “Not everyone who 

says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 

heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, 

Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast 

out demons in Your name, and done many won-

ders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to 

them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 

practice lawlessness!’” 

Is it possible that Jesus is addressing the majority of 

people who profess Christ yet aren’t in church every 

Sunday?  In all actuality, this passage doesn’t deal 

with any one thing specifically; it deals with the whole 

of doing the will of the Father and the practice of law-

lessness.  Notice that Jesus says, “Not everyone who 

says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 

heaven.”  Jesus is just as much addressing the per-

son that is in church every single week as He is the 

person who only makes it a couple of times a year. 

     Continuedé.. 

  



 

However, this shouldn’t encourage us to remove going 

to church from our routine.  Rather, I would say that go-

ing to church is a part of doing the will of the Father, and 

I’m not saying that just because I am a pastor.  When we 

go to church, we join together with others in God’s family 

in bringing our corporate worship and thanksgiving to 

God for all that He has done for us.  We celebrate that 

Christ has risen and wiped away our debt.  We are also 

strengthened by one another in countless ways as we 

participate together as a body in the ways God is mov-

ing.  These are just a few reasons why we go to church.  

But more importantly…being the Church should be of 

utmost importance to us. 

So, just how do we BE the Church?  We do this by serv-

ing God, one another, and the world.  A servant is some-

thing much different than a volunteer or an attender.  A 

servant doesn’t push an agenda or try to fashion things 

the way they want them.  A servant simply serves.  And 

just why does a Christian serve?  We serve because that 

is what Jesus taught us to do and modeled for us 

through His life, death, and resurrection.  We serve be-

cause our hearts are filled with gratitude for everything 

that God has done for us.   

This leads me to my final thought on BEING the Church.  

We are stronger together.  We can accomplish more as 

a team than we can as individuals.  We can have a big-

ger impact on our community and our world.  The facts 

are simple…there is strength in numbers, and Christ has 

called the Church together to bring God glory, to build 

one another up, and to make an impact in and for the 

Kingdom. 

Our session is currently in the process of devising a plan 

for how this looks for us at CPC.  We are examining 

ways to maximize our impact as a congregation and de-

veloping a strategy that we will be launching this Fall.  It 

is my sincere hope that this strategy will invite more and 

more people into BEING the Church together with us.  I 

hope that you will join us on this journey and BE the 

Church with us every day of the year. 

 

In Christ Alone, 

Pastor Doug  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Member Class 

Beginning, Sunday April 17 and 24 at 9:00 am. 

This class is for anyone interested in becoming a 

member at CPC, or in learning more about the 

Christian faith.  We’ll look at topics including:  

 

¶ Personal faith in Christ 

¶ The meaning of Church membership 

¶ How the Bible speaks in our lives 

¶ Worship and the sacraments 

¶ What Presbyterians believe / How we are gov-

erned 

¶ Elements of Christian discipleship 
 

If you are interested in more information, please 

call the church office at 773-2527, or email  

office@pfcpc.org 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A big thank you to all of you who brought in 
bags of aluminum cans for the Orange Heart 
Fund. Keep them coming!  You are helping us 
make a big difference.   
~Dick Phenneger       

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Another thank you to all those who helped during 

Holy week to make everything run smoothly and 

look nice at the church.  The lilies were beautiful!! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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National observations the you wonôt  

want to miss in April: 

2 -  Peanut butter and jelly day 

5 -  Deep dish pizza day 

7 -  Coffee cake day 

10 - Siblings day 

15 - Taxes due AND Rubber Eraser day  

                 (coincidence?) 

17 - Cheese ball day 

19 - Garlic day 

22 - Earth day 

25 - Hug a plumber day 

26 - Help a horse day 

28 - Blueberry pie day       yum! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

¶ Session reports are due before Tuesday, 

April 12.   

¶ Articles for the April Newsletter are due before 

Wednesday, April 20.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

All Church Clean Up Day! 

Saturday, April 16 9:00 am 

 

Bring your rakes and gloves!  Let’s clean up the 

CPC grounds for a beautiful spring and summer! 

Coffee and donuts provided.  A sign-up sheet is  

located in the Fellowship Hall.  See you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Luke Austin 

8 Harrison Baker 

14 Ken Baird 

15 Barbara Leyh 

16 Leslie Gourley 

16 Nick Hall 

18 Frank Abbott 

25 Bill Lind 

26 Marilyn Desjarlais 

27 Hariett Lipp 

28 Madeline Baker 

 

Anniversaries 

10 Kristi and Robert Calbeck 

18 Tami and Jason Wills 

29 Carlyn and Bud Greer 

 ~Please call the office withy any corrections~  

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sermon Schedule   

 

April 3   Pastor Doug Cartwright  
   Psalm 150; John 20:19-31 

April 10  Pastor Alyssa Bell 
   Psalm 30; John 21:1-19 

April 17  Pastor Doug Cartwright 
   Psalm 23; John 10:22-30 

April 24  Pastor Doug Cartwright 
Psalm 148; John 13:31-35 

     
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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The book club has an awesome read with the author, 

Taya Kyle, wife of Chris Kyle, US Navy Seal and au-

thor of American Sniper. No doubt many of you have 

read Chris’ book or seen the movie by the same 

name. Taya’s book we are reading is American Wife. 

After Chris’ death, she continues helping veterans 

and first responders through the Chris Kyle Frog 

Foundation. She has become a public speaker, help-

ing at fundraisers and other events. 

American Wife is a story of love and heartbreak as 

Taya shares emails she received from Chris as he 

wrote in quiet moments in the action years before he 

finally decided to retire. He had trouble, as did so 

many others, adjusting to civilian life. Taya and her 

two children live in Texas. 

Our meeting time in April is 10:00 a.m. at the church 

on April 12. If you have any questions, ask Jeanne 

Wilhelm. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Round Table Forum 

Outreach Committee  

The community is invited to join us on Monday, April 

4 at 7:00 pm, for an evening of learning and fun!   

The first discussion will presented by Dick Phen-

neger founder of Vet Services Transparency and the 

Orange Heart Fun.  Bring all your friends and neigh-

bors!   

Upcoming dates are May 2 and June 6.  We have 

quite an impressive line up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spokane Indians Game 

Baseball Season is coming upon us.  Anyone for go-

ing to a game?   Fellowship committee has sched-

uled a group night for the church at Spokane Indians 

ballpark Saturday on July 16th at 6:30 pm.  Fire-

works will be displayed at the end of the game.  We 

have reserved box seats for $11.00 a ticket.  Our 

church’s name will be announced during the game.  

This will be a fun time.  We’ll have sign ups as the 

time gets closer. 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MORE Upcoming Events: 

(not previously mentioned) 

§ Youth Sunday & Pancake Breakfast 

§ Music Appreciation Sunday 

§ CPC Carnival 

§ And Matt and Alyssa Bell’s last Sunday 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

 

 

Save the Date 

ALL CONGREGATIONAL BIRTHDAY  PARTY  

May 6 at 7:00 pm.  A sign-up sheet will be in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  We’ll need people willing to decorate a 

table and bake, decorate or bring a cake for each 

month of the year.  Think about participating this way.  

Please sign up to attend.  It should be a fun time for 

all age groups. 
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The love we have is Godõs gift to us,  

what we do with it is our gift to God.  
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